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anthropology’s	(often	implicit)	Marxism	somewhat	quaint.	This	is	both	hegemony’s	claim	on	our	imaginations	and	a	latent	confrontation	with	the	expanded	time	horizons	between	reform	and	revolution.	Thus,	when	people	ask	me,	wouldn’t	oil	companies	that	follow	environmental	laws	and	desegregate	workforces	be	better?	Wouldn’t	oil	companies	that	respect	the	sovereignty	of	African	states	be	better?	I	answer,	of	course.	Of	course	I	succumb	to	the	partiality	of	liberal	reform	projects.	But	as	a	scholar	and	activist	committed	to	the	radical	economic	imagination	and	its	enactment,	I	succumb	warily	and	partially	to	liberal	reform,	not	least	because	deep	betrayals	of	justice—colonialism,	slavery,	white	supremacy—subtend	the	liberal	orders	to	which	they	refer.	We	might	also	commit	ourselves	warily	to	liberal	reforms	because	liberalism	is	felicitous	in	a	liberal	world.	It	allows	legible	victories	like	changing	laws	and	holding	corporations	accountable.	And	yet,	at	the	same	time,	if	we	so	choose,	we	can	commit	to	the	fullness	and	more	distant	horizons	of	radical	projects.	As	Combahee	River	Collective	member	Barbara	Smith	put	it	in	talking	about	the	possibilities	of	social	justice	for	Black	women	in	particular	under	capitalism,	“The	assaults	from	the	present	system	necessitate	that	most	activists	work	for	reforms,	but	those	of	us	who	are	radicals	understand	that	it	is	possible	to	do	so	at	the	very	same	time	that	we	work	for	fundamental	change—a	revolution”	(quoted	in	Kelley	2003:156).	Salverda,	it	seems,	is	muddling	through	his	own	relationship	to	reform,	revolution,	and	the	economic	imagination.				
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